I 




Atty.Dkt. No. 023971-0377 I 
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Takashi WATANABE et al. 1 
DIFFERENTIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL CASE ; , 

10/780,587 
2/19/2004 

James PILKINGTON 
3682 



Confirmation 2484 
Number: 



REQUEST FOR REFUND 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

Appl icant hereby requests a refund of $450.00 for an Extension of Time fee that was 

i 

charged to the deposit account 1 9-074 1 , on March 5, 2007. The applicant timely filed a 

Response to Restriction Requirement on February 2 1 , 2007, as the Examiner gave the full ! . 

three month statutory period for reply in the Office Action dated November 22, 2006. A copy 

of the Office Action is enclosed herewith! J 



The Patent Office is respectfully requested to credit undersigned's deposit account 19- 
0741 in the amount of $450.00. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Date. 



FOLEY & LARDNER LLP Richard L. Schwaab 

Customer Number: 22428 Attorney for Applicant 

Telephone: (202) 672-54 1 4 Registration No. 25,479 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 
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FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



| ATTORNEY DOCKET NO, | CONFIRMATION NO.| j 



l<V780^«7 



2242S 



02/19/2004 



Takashi Watanabe 



023971-0377 



2484 



7590 



11/22^2006 
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EXAMINER 



FOLEY AND LARDNER LLP 
SUITE 500 
3000 K STREET NW 
WASHINGTON. DC 20007 



P1LKJNCTON. JAMES 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3682 

DATE MAILED: 11/22/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. I0A>3) 



Office Action Summa 




James Ptlkjngton 



Applicant(s) 
WATANABE ET AL. 



Art Unit 
3682 



~ - The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheetwi ththe corr espondence address - 
Period for Reply — \ 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SETT O^EXPIRE 3MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OFTHli> CUMMUNIUVl'lUN. 

- Extensions of timo may be available under the provision* of 37 CFR 1 .138(a). Jft no event, however, may a reply be timer/ filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. / M _ ■ 

- S NO period tor reply i» specified above, the maximum statutory period will aptly and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from (he mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure* reply within the set or extended period tor reply will, by statute, causisjhe application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date oflhis communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 06 September 2006 , 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for format matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle t 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) JL22 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) D Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 3 Claim{s) t£9 are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) Including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. . 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. §119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
b)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(e) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement^) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(sVMail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Offieo 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper NoVMall Date 20061121. 



Application/Control Number: 10/780,587 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3682 

DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Claims 1 and 27 appear generic to the following disclosed patentably distinct 
species: 

• Species I: Figures 1-5B 

• Species II: Figures 6-9B 

• Species III: Figures 10 and 11 

• Species IV: Figures 12-18 

• Species V: Figures 19-24 

The species are independent or distinct because Species II uses four raised 
wall portion not used in Species I, Species III shows openings 1 7a arranged next to 
projections 13c, Species IV shows a different arrangement of the differential and 
Species V shows ribs 66 and openings 68 not shown in other species. Applicant is 
required under 35 U.S.C. 121 to elect a single disclosed species, even though this 
requirement is traversed. Applicant is advised that a reply to this requirement must 
include an identification of the species that is elected consonant with this requirement, 
and a listing of all claims readable thereon, including any claims subsequently added. 
An argument that a claim is allowable or that all claims are generic is considered 
nonresponsive unless accompanied by an election. 

Upon the allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration 
of claims to additional species which depend from or otherwise require ail the limitations 
of an allowable generic claim as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. If claims are added after 
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Art Unit: 3682 

the election, applicant must indicate which are readable upon the elected species. 
MPEP § 809.02(a). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to James Pilkington whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
5052. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8:00AM-4:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-dtrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JP 

11/22/06 




" c <^ RICHARD RIDLEY 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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